Friends of the North Hampton Public Library

Wednesday, May 15, 2019

North Hampton Public Library

Presiding Officer Cynthia Swank called the meeting to order at 9:32AM.  In attendance were Hope Miller, Lisa Peck, Vicki Jones, Rick Stanton, Donna Etela, Jane Boesch, Nancy Monaghan, and Liz Herold (Adult Services Librarian).

Treasurer’s report:  Lisa Peck noted that with no expenditures this month, and receipts of $1200 (largely in memory of Barbara Bednarz), the current balance is up to $17,099.75.  The treasurer’s report was approved.

Minutes from April 17, 2019:  The minutes from April 17 were amended to change the first sentence under “Library Building Planning” to read “The North Hampton Library Trustees workshop with Ron Lamarre was on April 4th; the trustees regular monthly meeting on April 9th has no meeting minutes posted yet.”  The minutes were approved as amended.
Old Business:


Library building planning workshop session recap:  What was heard or not heard at the April 25 workshop was discussed.  Mainly not heard were specific fundraising plans, and where the money was to come from.  How much after fundraising would be left to raise?  What would the “soft” costs be?  It was agreed that the Friends would continue their current library support with museum passes and programs.  Also agreed was that roles were clarified for Trustees, Foundation, and Friends.  The trustees will be posting for an alternate to their board; it would be good if it were someone who could attend Friends meetings.


Vicki Jones and Cynthia Swank commented on the regional meeting they had attended in Warner where both trustees and friends were represented.  One idea from this was that former trustees should be sought out to become Friends of the Library.


Old Home Day:  August 10, rain date August 11:  For the Library Connie Margowsky will be working with Joe Manzi from the Recreation Department.  The idea is to have programs for children at the school, and those for adults in the Homestead area.  There will be a historical display - on the library building and the library plans - in the library.  The Friends agreed to have a table at the library, with a loose blueberry theme - “blueberry” photo op and perhaps blueberry desserts and/or blueberry baked goods.

Museum passes software application:  Liz Herold reported that this would be expensive, and is something not really needed.  It is now possible to reserve a museum pass with a phone call or an e-mail.  Perhaps these options could be more prominently displayed on the library website.  
New Business:

What learned from other Friends groups and what we might try:  One option discussed was flexible meetings, alternating between mornings and evenings.  But it was agreed that this probably would not attract new members, and might be confusing.  From meeting with other Friends groups it is apparent that it is usually the same small group of (older) people in such groups.  The Warner Friends have serious fundraising activities, raising a great deal of money with wine/cheese/silent auction events; they have the advantage of several museums and artists in their area.  Elsewhere progressive dinners were also held, or an Irish pub night with music.


Ideas for our group were discussed, emphasizing those that would not impose on the library staff.  The Barley House was suggested as a venue;  Jane Boesch will contact the manager there about what might be possible.  


Some groups set up “small libraries.”  North Hampton has tried this at the beach, and it could be pursued again.


Library programs June-August 19:


May 17 - Bird watching in North Hampton

May 21 - Interior decorating


May 23 - POW camps in NH during World War II


June 6-27 - Tai Chi on Thursday mornings


June 20 - McAuliffe-Shepard Planetarium Program


June 24 - Harmonica program


After June 24 - Summer reading programs and other programs for children,  



beginning with a sky watch on July 2.
Next meeting:  June 19, 2019 at 9:30AM.

Meeting adjourned at 10:40AM.

Signed:  Jane Boesch, Secretary
